56th Annual German-American Steuben Parade of NYC

Saturday, September 21, 2013
12:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Fact Sheet

The Parade:                           German-American Steuben Parade, NYC 

Parade’s Date:                      Saturday, September 21, 2013 starting at 12:00 noon 

Parade Route:                       68th Street & Fifth Avenue to 86th Street and Fifth Avenue. 

General Chairman:   
     Mr. Lars Halter

TV Coverage:

     Live TV coverage on WNET PBS TV Channel 13 and WLIW TV Channel 21 

Grand Marshals:                  This year we have three Grand Marshals, representing The United States and 

Germany.  Werner Roth is a US Soccer Hall-of-Famer, who captained the New York Cosmos during the 

team’s most successful years in the 1970s.  Christian Dinkelacker is a household name in Germany, 

thanks to the family brewery of the same name – Dinkelacker Bier.  Harald Leibrecht was born in 

Evanston, IL, and spent his formative years in Germany, studying International Business in Heidelberg, 

London and the US.  Mr. Leibrecht has been a member of the German Parliament (Bundestag) focusing 

on international relations, international commerce as well as cultural and educational initiatives, and 

since 2011, Mr. Leibrecht has been the German parliament's coordinator for transatlantic affairs, 

handling relations and exchange programs between Germany and the US and Canada. 

Prior Grand Marshals:         Some notable recent Grand Marshals have included 6th generation member 

of the Flying Wallenda family – Nik Wallenda, former Nobel Peace Prize recipient and United States 

National Security Advisor and Secretary of State of State under President Richard Nixon -  Dr. 
Henry Kissinger,  Mr. Donald Trump,  Long Island’s own actress, writer and supermodel Ms.Carol Alt, 

beloved NY Yankees owner Mr. George Steinbrenner, Sex Therapist and media personality Dr. Ruth 
Westheimer, and Fox 5 News reporter Linda Schmidt!  
Parade’s Sponsors:                The Official Sponsors of the 56th annual Steuben Parade are Lufthansa 

Airlines, Deutsche Telekom, airberlin.com, BASF – The Chemical Company, Hofbrau Munchen,
Niche Import Company (Wine & Spirits), Deutsche Welle DW, DINKELACKER, Erdinger Weissbrau, and 
Spaten Munchen.  
Participants:                           There will be over 300 groups participating, from NY & NJ, CA, CT, IL, MA,

MD, PA, TX and WI, plus 22 groups from Germany attending this year’s German-American Parade and 

surrounding festivities.  The 20 groups from Germany represent over 2,000 attendees and marchers!       

Parade Name:                        The Parade is named after General (Baron) Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben 

of the Prussian Army in Germany, who was invited by Benjamin Franklin in 1777 to join General George 

Washington in training what eventually became the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War.  He 

also wrote the book called "Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the Troops of the United States", 

partly still used to this day!  After winning the Revolutionary War, General von Steuben settled in NY, 

where he became a citizen and lived until he passed away in the early 1800’s. The "Steuben Parade", as 

it is more commonly known, honors all German-Americans who have contributed so much to the 

makeup of America.  Names such as August Roebling--who built the Brooklyn Bridge, Levi Strauss—blue 

jeans, Heinrich Steinway—fine pianos, Lou Gehrig & Babe Ruth—baseball legends, Henry Kissinger—

former Secretary of State and Nobel Peace Prize Recipient, Dwight D. Eisenhower—President of the 

United States, are all great German-Americans and Patriots, whose contributions to our country and to 

the world have been immense!! 

Parade Church Service:         9:00 am at St. Patrick's Cathedral, (50th Street and Fifth Avenue) 

presided by His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York.   

Oktoberfest / Central Park:  Every year, a giant tent is built in Central Park and East 72nd Street, and a

giant Oktoberfest-like party celebrates the year’s Parade.  The vast majority of the marchers from 

both America and Germany will gather at this after-parade-party, which is also open to the general 

public.  Oktoberfest  gates open at 1:30 pm while the Parade is still taking place.  Traditionally, between 

3,000 and 6,000 people attend this Oktoberfest every year.  All proceeds go directly to fund the Parade.   

Many local and overseas bands will perform throughout the afternoon.  There will be plenty of Bavarian 

Beer and “wurst” for sale.  There will be a traditional tapping of the Oktoberfest beer, from a wooden 

keg flown in from Munich’s own Hofbrauhaus, courtesy of Hofbrau Munchen and Lufthansa Airlines!      

In addition, the  5th Annual “National Masskrugstemmen (stein holding) Championship” will be held in 

Central Park’s Oktoberfest stage.  Thirteen  competitors from all over the United States will go head 
to head in a “strong-arm competition” for the right to be crowned the US National Champion.  The  

winner receives a one week trip to Munich, Germany!  This year features competitors from Las Vegas-
NV, Pittsburgh-PA, Milwaukee – WI, Chicago – IL, Frankenmuth-MI, Plano-TX, Panama City-FL, Cleveland 

– OH, Seattle – WA, as well as NYC, Long Island and NJ among some.     

More Information:               Contact Lenny Coyne, Chairman of the Public Relations Committee, at 

lederhosenlen@yahoo.com  or by cell phone at 516-840-6157.  

Full Press Kit:   

     For  General information, information on Miss German-America and Her 
Court 2012, information on German-American Friendship Month 2013, or high quality resolution photos 
from previous parades that you can use free of charge , can be found by logging onto our website at: 

www.germanparadenyc.org  

Press Passes:

      Press Passes/Credentials are available to the Benefit Banquet (Friday night 

9/20), the German-American Steuben Parade and  Oktoberfest in Central Park (Sat 9/21) by emailing 

Lenny Coyne at lederhosenlen@yahoo.com or by cell phone at 516-840-6157.

